
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 
SOUTH HARNEY COUNTY SPOTLIGHT 

Oregon’s largest county with over 10,000 
sq. miles, Harney county is known for its 
high desert landscape which averages just 
7 inches of rain a year. The southern part 
of the county features the Pueblo and 
Steens mountains. If you have keen eyes, 
you may find wildlife such as Pronghorn, 
Bighorn sheep, and Greater Sage-Grouse. 
After a long day of hiking, you may want 
to soak in one of the many hot springs 
along the base of the Steens Mountains.   
 

• All-Time Bird Species 
Total: 352 

• Breeding Season Bird 
Species Total: 320 
 

Fast Facts 

An Oregon 2020 Publication 5/15/2017 

Friday, June 9 to  
Sunday, June 11 at 
Malheur Field Station B
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Southern Harney County 
Species Highlights: 

• White-faced Ibis 

• Willet 

• Black Tern 

• Black-crowned Night  
Heron 

 
Top Birding Locations in 
Southern Harney County:    

• Page Spring Campground 

• Field Oasis 

• Mann Lake 
 

Overview of Southern Harney County 

What is a Blitz? Birders from around the state gather in a single 
county to survey as many birds in as many places as possible. 
Multiple stationary counts within Oregon2020 Hotspot Squares are 
encouraged (click here for our protocol). Participation in Blitzes is 
free! To register, visit: http://oregon2020.com/south-harney/ 

How do you tell a White-faced from a Glossy Ibis? Try to find both on our Southern Harney Blitz! 

 

The White-faced Ibis is characterized by its long legs and decurved bill, 
covered in beautiful purple, green, and bronze metallic plumage. These 
birds prefer to be around flooded fields, ponds, and marshes where they 
dine on earthworms, crayfish, larval insects, and other invertebrates.  
You will often find individuals 
fluffing their plumages and 
orienting toward the morning 
sun. White-faced Ibises have 
around since the Pleistocene 
era. In the 1960’s, nesting 
populations decreased 
abruptly because of pesticide 
contamination and habitat 
loss. Fortunately, recent 
improvements in habitat 
management have reversed 
this trend. Ryder, R.A. and Manry, D.E. 

1994. White-faced Ibis (Plegadis chihi), The 
Birds of North America Online (P.G. Rodewald, 
Ed.). Ithaca: Cornell Lab of Ornithology. 
 

White-faced Ibis: A Striking Wader 

Above: In the Southern Harney County Blitz 
we will cover the area below Malheur Lake 
south to the California border.   

 Photo: USFWS Mountain-Prairie 
 

 Photo: Melissa McMasters 
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http://oregon2020.com/get-involved/birds-project-protocol/
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Established in 1889, 
Harney County was 
named after Harney 
Lake, which itself was 
named in honor of 
General William S. 
Harney, commander of 
the U.S. Army in 1858.  

THE HISTORY OF SOUTHERN 
HARNEY COUNTY 

living space. Additional 
lodging can be found in 
Burns, Fields, and at the 
Page Springs Campground. 
Several hot springs in the 
south also offer nearby 
camping. For more, visit: 
http://malheurfieldstation.
com/ 
 
 

LODGING FOR THE SOUTHERN 
HARNEY COUNTY BLITZ 

Our headquarters and 
daily meeting location 
for the Southern Harney 
County Blitz will be the 
Malheur Field Station. 
 

Our dormitory at the 
Malheur Field Station 
should accommodate most 
registered participants in 
the Southern Harney 
County Blitz. Located next 
to the wildlife refuge, the 
dormitory has multiple 
shared rooms and 
bathrooms and a central 

With 36 camping spots, Page Spring Campground is the largest 
publicly managed campground around Steen Mountain and the 
Malheur Wildlife Refuge. Situated a few miles north of French Glen, 
it’s open year-round on a first-come, first-serve basis. At the 
southern end of the camp ground is the Donner und Blitzen trail 
head. Donner und Blitzen is an Americanized version of the German 
phrase "dunder und blitzen," which means "thunder and lightning." 
The Donner and Blitzen river collects water runoff from the western 
slopes of the nearby Steens mountains and runs north, where it 
disperses itself into the marshes and lakes of Malheur National 
Wildlife Refuge. Birding along the trail you will observe many bird 
species including Sage Thrashers and Nashville Warblers. 
 

Recently Reported at Page  
Springs Campground: 

• Gray Flycatcher 

• Spotted Sandpiper 

• Say’s Phoebe 

• Lark Sparrow 

• Cassin’s Finch 
 
 

Birding Hotspot: Page Spring Campground 

The Native American 
tribes living in Harney 
County at its founding 
include the Paiute. 
Harney County was 
open to homesteading 
from 1862 to 1934, and 
the BLM owns more 
than three million 
acres. Approximately 
75% of Harney County 
land is federally owned 
by various agencies. 
The entire county has a 
population of 7,700.   
 

FUN FACTS: 

DID YOU KNOW… Historic 
Fields, Oregon was 
founded in 1881 by 
homesteader Charles 
Fields. The nearby Rose 
Valley Borax Company 
produced nearly 400 tons 
of borax per year from 
1892 to 1902. Uranium 
can also be found in this 
area. 

Don’t forget to register for the Southern Harney County 
Blitz, June 9-11! Free registration and more information 
available here:  http://oregon2020.com/south-harney/ 

US BLM 
 

The Steens – US DoT 
 

Crystal Crane Hot Springs 
 

Richard Hicks 
 

http://malheurfieldstation.com/
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