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Blitz

Dates

NORTH KLAMATH COUNTY SPOTLIGHT
Friday, June 23 to
Sunday, June 25 in
Klamath Falls, OR

What is a Blitz? Birders from around the state gather in a single
county to survey as many birds in as many places as possible.
Multiple stationary counts within Oregon2020 Hotspot Squares are
encouraged (click here for our protocol). Participation in Blitzes is
free! To register, visit: http://oregon2020.com/north-klamath/

Overview of Northern Klamath County

Fast Facts
• All-Time Bird Species
Total: 333
• Breeding Season Bird
Species Total: 284

Above: In the Northern Klamath County
Blitz, we will focus on the area north of
Chiloquin along Highway 97.

Situated in south-central Oregon, Klamath
county is surrounded by a breathtaking
landscape with an explosive past. 7,700
years ago, Native Americans witnessed
the dramatic eruption of Mt. Mazama,
creating a caldera that formed Crater
Lake, the deepest lake in the U.S. Running
through the county, you can drive the
Volcanic Legacy Scenic Byway, which
offers views of Mt. Thielsen, Mt. Scott,
Crater Lake, Mt. McLoughlin, and Shasta.

Clark’s Nutcracker: A Famous Namesake
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Northern Klamath County
Species Highlights:
• Forster’s Tern
• Olive-sided Flycatcher
• Clark’s Nutcracker
• Clark’s Grebe
• Northern Goshawk
Top Birding Locations in
Northern Klamath County:
• Klamath Marsh NWR
• Henzel Park
• Crater Lake National Park

Clark’s Nutcracker was one of 3 new bird species identified by Alexander
Wilson during the historic Lewis and Clark expedition. Clark's Nutcracker
was falsely identified as a woodpecker when seen by Captain William
Clark. Lewis and Clark did not collect a specimen until the following year.
Its year-round diet consists of
fresh and stored pine seeds.
The Clark’s Nutcracker has a
sublingual pouch, which is
used to transport its seeds to
different storage supplies. Its
long, sharp bill is used to
extract seeds from cones. This
species has remarkable spatial
memory and can relocate
thousands of seed caches
within a year of storing them.
Tomback, D.F.. 1998. Clark’s Nutcracker
(Nucifraga columbiana), The Birds of North
America Online (P.G. Rodewald, Ed.). Ithaca:
Cornell Lab of Ornithology
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How many cones can a nutcracker crack? Count ‘em on our Northern Klamath Birding Blitz
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THE HISTORY OF KLAMATH
COUNTY

US Bureau of Reclamation

Klamath County was
established in 1882. It
was named after a tribe
of Indians called the
Klamath (also spelled
Clammite). The county
seat was Linkville,
which was renamed

LODGING FOR THE NORTH
KLAMATH COUNTY BLITZ

Klamath Falls in 1893.
Over half of the county
is public lands. Despite
the high altitude, short
growing season, low
rainfall, and cold
winters, cash crops like
potatoes and barley
play an important role
in the local economy.
The many lakes and
mountains, including
Crater Lake National
Park, attract thousands
of tourists each year.

Our headquarters and
daily meeting location
for the North Klamath
County Blitz will be in
Klamath Falls, Oregon.
The largest city in Klamath
County, Klamath Falls
offers accommodations for
every budget; from
lakeside resorts to
campgrounds and cottages.
There are several ranches
offering luxurious lodging,
including Running Y, Sun
Pass, and Tecumsah Spring.

CraterLakeLodges.com

Accommodations can also
be found in nearby
Chiloquin, Chemult, and
Bly. Or consider the lodge
and campgrounds on the
edge of Crater Lake! For
more, visit:
http://www.meetmeinkla
math.com/

Birding Hotspot: Crater Lake National Park
Established in 1902, Crater Lake National Park is the fifth-oldest
national park in the U.S. and the only national park in Oregon. It
encompasses 74,000 ha. No streams flow into or out of Crater
Lake. Water is lost from the lake through evaporation or
underground seepage, and is replaced by snow and precipitation.
The eruption that created Crater Lake over 7,700 years ago
deposited ash as far as Yellowstone National Park. It produced an
estimated 150 times more ash than the 1980 eruption of Mount St.
Helens. This eruption created the Pumice Desert, a very thick layer
of pumice and ash in the northern part of the park, is still largely
devoid of plants after thousands of years due to quick water
drainage and poor soil. The very hot ash and pumice from the
eruption formed 200-300 foot deposits that began to move and
cement together to form tall pinnacles and spires.

Recently Reported at Crater Lake:
• Gray Jay
• Gray-crowned Rosy Finch
• White-headed Woodpecker
• American Dipper
Photo: Zainubrazvi

Don’t forget to register for the North Klamath County Blitz,
June 23-25! Free registration and more information
available here: http://oregon2020.com/north-klamath/
2

Photo: Stuart Seeger

FUN FACT:
DID YOU KNOW… in
Collier Memorial State
Park, you can visit the
Collier Logging Museum.
Here, tourists can visit a
relocated pioneer town,
see antique logging
equipment, and learn
about the county’s
historical timber industry.

